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wasn't perfectly natural. The only surprising thing was how she had
ever come to believe that she cared for him.

Michele interrupted the flow of his words. She spoke as she used
to do in the days of their old childhood's quarrels.

"So you're accusing me\ I must say, I like that: after all, you
started it!"

To this, Jean in a fit of exasperation replied:

"Why must you harp on that idiotic story? I do wish you'd try
to understand that it meant absolutely nothing to me. It was merely
my way of smashing things up and breaking loose. . . . I just had to
get out of that house . . . because of you, because life had become
intolerable. . . . Yes, it was you who were the cause of it alL . .
What about the woman? you say. Well, you'd have laughed if you
could have seen us in the hotel at Biarritz. Why, everybody thought
I was her son, and she didn't dare to say I wasn't. As a matter of
fact, she didn't much mind ... she was laughing at me the whole
time . . . but I can't explain. . . ."

And when Mich&le struck back with, "I wouldn't try, if I were
you!" he assured her that it was the Cure and no one else who had
mattered to Madame Voyod from beginning to end of the business.
"She kept on talking about him: 'He'll be just about getting home
now/ she would say. 'He must have been told by this time. What
will his first reactions be? D'you think he's capable of crying*
Have you ever seen him cry?' Those were the questions she asked
me. She wanted to play him a dirty trick, or to revenge herself on
him."

"But what for?"

"Oh, 1 suppose the mere fact that he wears a soutane makes her
want to hurt him. . . . However that may be, / didn't count for
much with her."

Michele replied that she was quite prepared to believe that the
woman had been laughing at him. But what she could never for-
give was that he had allowed himself to be caught like that

To this burst of temper Jean replied with a show of tenderness.
It gave the measure of his exhaustion. "What's the good of
arguing?" He realized, he said, that everything was over between